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Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949
PORTIONS, AS AMENDED

The Act became law on June 30, 1949 (Public Law 63 Stat. 385, 40 U.S.C. 484(k)(3) and (4)) 
and has been amended six times. This description of the Act, as amended, tracks the lan-
guage of the United States code except that (following common usage) we refer to the 
“Act” (meaning the Act, as amended) rather than to the “subchapter” or the “title” of 
the Code.

40 U.S.C. 484, 
Disposal of surplus 
property

40 U.S.C. 484(a), 
Supervision and 
direction

Section 203
(a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the Admin-
istrator [of the General Services Administration] shall have 
supervision and direction over the disposition of surplus 
property. Such property shall be disposed of to such extent, 
at such time, in such areas, by such agencies, at such terms 
and conditions, and in such manner, as may be prescribed 
in or pursuant to this Act.

(Sections 203(b) through (j) omitted)

40 U.S.C. 484(k), 
Disposals by Secretary 
of Education, 
Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, 
Secretary of the 
Interior, and Secretary 
of Defense

(Section 203(k)(1) omitted)

(k)(2) Under such regulations as he may prescribe, the 
Administrator is authorized, in his discretion, to assign to 
the Secretary of the Interior for disposal, such surplus real 
property, including buildings, fixtures, and equipment situ-
ated thereon, as is recommended by the Secretary of the 
Interior as needed for use as a public park or recreation 
area.

(A) Subject to the disapproval of the Administrator 
within thirty days after notice to him by the Secretary of the 
Interior of a proposed transfer of property for public park 
or public recreational use, the Secretary of the Interior, 
through such officers or employees of the Department of 
the Interior as he may designate, may sell or lease such real 
property, including buildings, fixtures, and equipment situ-
ated thereon, for public park or public recreational pur-
poses to any State, political subdivision, instrumentalities 
thereof, or municipality.

(B) In fixing the sale or lease value of property to be 
disposed of under subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, the 
Secretary of the Interior shall take into consideration any 
benefit which has accrued or may accrue to the United 
States from the use of such property by any such State, 
political subdivision, instrumentality, or municipality.

(C) The deed of conveyance of any surplus real prop-
erty disposed of under the provisions of this subsection—
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(i) shall provide that all such property shall be used 
and maintained for the purpose for which it was conveyed in 
perpetuity, and that in the event that such property ceases to 
be used or maintained for such purpose during such period, 
all or any portion of such property shall in its then existing 
condition, at the option of the United States, revert to the 
United States; and

(ii) may contain such additional terms, reservations, 
restrictions, and conditions as may be determined by the 
Secretary of the Interior to be necessary to safeguard the 
interests of the United States.

(D) “States” as used in this subsection includes the 
District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
and the territories and possessions of the United States.

(3) Without monetary consideration to the United States, 
the Administrator may convey to any State, political sub-
division, instrumentalities thereof, or municipality, all of 
the right, title, and interest of the United States in and to 
any surplus real and related personal property which the 
Secretary of the Interior has determined is suitable and 
desirable for use as a historic monument, for the benefit 
of the public. No property shall be determined to be suit-
able or desirable for use as a historic monument except in 
conformity with the recommendation of the National Park 
System Advisory Board [Advisory Board on National Parks, 
Historic Sites, Buildings and Monuments] established by 
section 3 of the Historic Sites Act of 1935, as amended [16 
U.S.C. 463], and only so much of any such property shall be 
so determined to be suitable or desirable for which such use 
as is necessary for the preservation and proper observation 
of its historic features.

(A) The Administrator may authorize use of any prop-
erty conveyed under this subsection or the Surplus Property 
Act of 1944, as amended, [See 40 U.S.C. 473 note for classi-
fication] for revenue-producing activities if the Secretary of 
the Interior

(i) determines that such activities are compatible 
with use of the property for historic monument purposes, 

(ii) approves the grantee’s plan for repair, rehabili-
tation, restoration, and maintenance of the property, and 
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(iii) approves the grantee’s plan for financing repair, 
rehabilitation, restoration, and maintenance of the prop-
erty. The Secretary shall not approve a financial plan unless 
it provides that incomes in excess of costs of repair, reha-
bilitation, restoration, and maintenance shall be used by the 
grantee only for public historic preservation, park, or recre-
ational purposes. The Administrator may not authorize any 
uses under this subsection until the Secretary has examined 
and approved the accounting and financial procedures used 
by the grantee. The Secretary may periodically audit the 
records of the grantee, directly related to the property 
conveyed.

(B) The deed of conveyance of any surplus real prop-
erty disposed of under the provisions of this subsection—

(i) shall provide that all such property shall be used 
and maintained for historical monument purposes in per-
petuity, and that in the event that the property ceases to 
be used or maintained for that purpose, all or any portion 
of the property shall, in its then existing condition, at the 
option of the United States, revert to the United States; and

(ii) may contain such additional terms, reservations, 
restrictions, and conditions as may be determined by the 
Administrator to be necessary to safeguard the interests of 
the United States.

(C) “States” as used in this subsection, includes the 
District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
and the territories and possessions of the United States.

(4) Subject to the disapproval of the Administrator within 
thirty days after notice to him of any action to be taken 
under this subsection, except with respect to personal prop-
erty transferred pursuant to subsection (j) of this section—

(Sections 203(k)(4)(A) and (B) omitted)
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(C) the Secretary of the Interior, in case of property 
transferred pursuant to the Surplus Property Act of 1944, as 
amended [see 40 U.S.C. 473 note for classification] and pur-
suant to this Act, to states, political subdivisions, and instru-
mentalities thereof, and municipalities for use as a public 
park, public recreational area, or historic monument for the 
benefit of the public.

(Sections 203(k)(4)(D) and (E) omitted)

is authorized and directed—

(i) to determine and enforce compliance with the 
terms, conditions, reservations, and restrictions contained 
in any instrument by which such transfer was made;

(ii) to reform, correct, or amend any such instru-
ment by the execution of a corrective, reformative or amen-
datory instrument where necessary to correct such instru-
ment or to confirm such transfer to the requirements of 
applicable law; and

(iii) to 

(I) grant releases from any of the terms, condi-
tions, reservations, and restrictions contained in, and

(II) convey, quitclaim, or release to the trans-
feree or other eligible user any right or interest reserved to 
the United States by, any instrument by which such transfer 
was made, if he determines that the property so transferred 
no longer serves the purpose for which it was transferred, 
or that such release, conveyance, or quitclaim deed will 
not prevent accomplishment of the purpose for which 
such property was so transferred; Provided, That any such 
release, conveyance, or quitclaim deed may be granted on, 
or made subject to, such terms and conditions as he shall 
deem necessary to protect or advance the interests of the 
United States. 

(Remainder of Act omitted)

Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949


